
Explorers Curriculum 

The curriculum in Explorers is a bespoke model largely based on the EYFS Curriculum and specifically focusing on the three prime areas of learning: 

 Communication and Language 

 Physical Development 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Securing progress in these key areas play a crucial role in enabling children to access the specific areas of learning: Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding of 

the World and Expressive Arts & Design. 

Children are given opportunities to learn on a 1:1 basis and in small groups, and are given plenty of time to explore and learn independently.  Short whole-

group carpet sessions with a phonics and maths focus also allow children to come together and enjoy shared experiences as a class.  A range of quality texts 

are used as hooks for learning and to promote a lifelong love of books and reading. 

We work closely with a range of external professionals including Speech and Language Therapists, Physiotherapists, Occupational Therapists.  Regular 

meetings are held to discuss children’s progress and Home School Diaries provide parents and carers with daily feedback about their children’s achievements.  

The children in Explorers Class have wide-ranging needs.  Whilst there are some similarities, each child follows a curriculum that meets their individual needs 

and stage of development.  Children follow one of three pathways: Discoverer, Adventurer or Pioneer. 

 

 
Discoverer 

 

Discoverers are at the earliest stages of 
development and are developing the skills 
of engagement using a range of 
motivating activities.  Communication and 
interaction forms a key part of the 
curriculum and learning is fun, active and 
multi-sensory. 
 
Making choices, taking turns, eye-contact 
and sustained attention are key at this 
stage of development. 

Adventurer 
 

Adventurers have developed learning 
behaviours to access a range of activities 
with adult support.  They are beginning to 
use their skills to complete early English 
and Maths tasks.  Communication and 
social skills form part of all learning 
experiences.   
 
Making requests, concentrating and 
following instructions are key at this stage 
of development. 

Pioneer 
 

Pioneers are able to work with increasing 
independence and alongside their peers.  
Children with these skills may join friends 
in the main school for some aspects of 
learning.  Although a little more formal in 
delivery, the activities remain largely 
practical.   
 
Following rules, problem solving and 
working with increased independence are 
key at this stage of development.  




