
During our science week, Year 6 took part in an investigation to              
design, make, test and evaluate some gliders. To begin with, we  
explored how planes and gliders fly,  including looking at the 
science behind aerodynamics and how we could incorporate 
these ideas into our own designs. We used card and straws to 
engineer our designs, thinking about the properties of the 
different materials and how we could use them to benefit our 
creations. After testing them in the hall, we measured the             
distance travelled, the time spent in the air and used this to 
help us calculate the speed in which our gliders travelled at. We 
found that the 'Delta Wing' and the 'Swept Wing' designs were 
the most effective and travelled further. As a class we reflected 
on hypotheses and discussed how we would make changes to 
our gliders and investigation in future. 

Year 6—Aerodynamics: How do planes and gliders fly?  

Science Week 

Year 5 were tasked with designing the size and shape of 
a tennis racket . The frame was made from cardboard 
and strengthened with bamboo skewers. They then 
weaved string across the racket before securing it with 
tape.   

Year 5— Anyone for Tennis?  



During science week we made prosthetic hands out 
of recycled materials. The children had to draw 
around their hands on some cardboard, cut them out 
and make joints using plastic straws. The intention 
was to thread string through so that the hand would 
move. 

Year 4 

For science week year 3 carried out an investigation to see what plants 
need in order for them to grow well, creating our own cress diaries. We 
discussed what we thought they needed, putting together 4 control pots 
as well as each child planting their own seeds and choosing where to put 
them.  
 
We tested the following conditions: 
 light and water 
 no light but water 
 no water but light  
 no light or water 
 
They were very surprised that the one that had no light but water did 
grow however it was yellow in colour and not green like the pot which had 
light and water. This led to a discussion about how plants get their green 
colour.  

Year 3— Plants and how they grow 



 As part of our science week activities, Year 2 experimented with 
making a marble run, using recycled materials such as cardboard 
boxes, tubes, bottles and paper. The challenge was to see how they 
could adapt their marble runs to make the marble move more 
quicker or slowly through the run. This included changing the angle 
of the incline of the tubes, or lining the tubes with different                     
materials to add or remove friction. 

The children loved the planning and engineering elements of this 
activity and worked terrifically in teams. The most successful group 
managed to adjust their marble runs to reduce their time from 
2seconds to 5 seconds.  

The children enjoyed sharing their knowledge with others and rein-
forced their understanding of friction. We definitely have some fu-
ture builders and engineers in our midst in Year 2! 

Year 2—Marble Runs—how slow can they go? 

Early Years 

EYFS have been experimenting with friction and rolling items down 

ramps. They discovered that pompoms rolled differently to marbles.  

Year 1 have been learning about space. They discovered that 

first man in space was a man called Yuri Gagarin, and the first 

man on the moon was Neil Armstrong.   

The children enjoyed making their own rockets. 

 As part of our science week activities, Year 2 experimented with 
making a marble run, using recycled materials such as cardboard 
boxes, tubes, bottles and paper. The challenge was to see how they 
could adapt their marble runs to make the marble move more 
quicker or slowly through the run. This included changing the angle 
of the incline of the tubes, or lining the tubes with different                     
materials to add or remove friction. 

The children loved the planning and engineering elements of this 
activity and worked terrifically in teams. The most successful group 
managed to adjust their marble runs to reduce their time from 
2seconds to 5 seconds.  

The children enjoyed sharing their knowledge with others and               
reinforced their understanding of friction. We definitely have some 
future builders and engineers in our midst in Year 2! 

Nursey—science fun!  



Nursey—science fun!  

Nursery had a great time during science week, taking part in experiments: Dancing raisins, rainbow growing, Ocean in a 

bottle, sock bubbles and a favourite—gloop! 


